scene vni	PART SEcuisiJLJ	289
marie louise
Pll try.
Reaching the entrance to the Salon-Carr6 amid strains of music the
emperor and empress are received and incensed by the cardinal grand
almoners. They take their seats under the canopy, and the train of nota-
bilities seat themselves further back, the persons-in-waiting stopping behind
the Imperial chairs.
The ceremony of the religious marriage now begins. The choir intones a
hymn, the emperor and empress go to the altar, remove their gloves, and
make their vows.
spirit ironic
The English Church should return thanks for this wedding,
seeing how it will purge of coarseness the picture-sheets of that
artistic nation^ which will hardly be able to caricature the new •
wife as it did poor plebeian Josephine. Suck starched and ironed
monarchists cannot sneer at a woman of such a divinely dry and
crusted line as the Hapsburgs !
Mass is next celebrated, after which the te deum is chanted in harmonies
that whirl round the walls of the Salon-Car '6 and quiver down the long
Gallery. The procession then re-forms and returns, amid the fiutterings and
applause of the dense assembly. But Napoleon's face has not lost the
sombre expression which settled on it. The pair and their train pass out by
the west door, and the congregation disperses in the other direction, the
cloud-curtain closing over the scene as they disappear.
ACT   SIXTH
SCENE I
THE  LINES  OF  TORRES  VEDRAS
A bird's-eye perspective is revealed of the peninsular tract of Portuguese
territory lying between the shining pool of the Tagus on the east, and the
white-frilled Atlantic lifting rhythmically on the west. As thus beheld the
tract features itself somewhat like a late-Gothic shield, the upper edge from
the dexter to the sinister chief being the lines of Torres Ve"dras, stretching
across from the mouth of the Zezambre on the left to Alhandra on the right,
and the south or base point being Fort S. Julian. The roofs of Lisbon
appear at the sinister base, and in a corresponding spot on the opposite side
Cape Roca.
It is perceived in a moment that the northern verge of this nearly coast-
hemmed region is the only one through which access can be gained to it by
land, and a close scrutiny of the boundary there reveals that means are bein^
adopted to effectually prevent such access.
From east to west along it runs a chain of defences, dotted at intervals by
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